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TERRACE TALK 
The Newsletter of the Hampton Terrace Community Association    

Volume 5                 10th Edition               est. 2016 

Fall Days Are Fun Days!  
Seminole Heights Great Pumpkin 
Patch & Traveling the Terrace  

 
 

BY GABRIELLE BROCKETT 

There’s no better time of year to get 

involved in your neighborhood than the 

Fall season. The HTCA presents two large 

fundraising efforts over the next six 

weeks and we are more ambitious than 

ever. For the first time, the HTCA will 

organize and present The Great 

Seminole Heights Pumpkin Patch, 

hosted by the Seminole Heights United 

Methodist Church (SHUMC)  

This partnership leverages HTCA resources  while supporting the SHUMC mission. The event is 

expanding to include many new family-friendly activities, like Friday night spooky movies 

sponsored by The Comfort Authority and Kid’s Pumpkin Painting sponsored by Autoworks of 

Tampa.    

The patch opens October 10th at 10 AM.  During the first hour, we will have Cider and Donuts!  

The patch will be open through October 31st. Check out the hours of operation and events eacj 

Weekend on Page 5  

In November, Hampton Terrace will welcome back, 

Travelin’ the Terrace, a pub-crawl style tour of four 

Hampton Terrace homes. Each stop will host a 

different food & drink vendor as well as a live music 

act. The weather should be spectacular.  “Last year’s 

Traveling the Terrace event was such a success, we 

couldn’t resist holding it again! It’s always great to 

get together with our old friends and meet new 

neighbors over food, drinks and live music right here 

in our own neighborhood,” says Traveling the Terrace Event Chair, Sid Roberts. “We are looking 

forward to seeing those who can make it to the event this year.”  (See page 6 for more 

information about the event )  
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2 HTCA President 

4. Sign & Median Restoration 

6 Traveling The Terrace 

7 Neighborhood Watch 

8. Church Bells at Midnight 

 Matt Horan 

9. Guidelines for Disposing 

 Hazardous Waste 

10. Neighbor Profile 

 Nancy Garma 

11. Gianna Russo -  

 Poems for Our Lives 

12.  Welcome Wagon 

14. Community Calendar 

TUESDAY 

October 12 AT 7 PM  

Seminole Heights UMC 

6111 N Central Avenue 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

ARE YOU ON THE HTCA 

E-BLAST LIST?  

Email us at 

info@myhtca.org 

mailto:info@myhtca.org
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The Hampton Terrace 
Community Association 
(HTCA) is a 501 C3 not-for-

profit organization dedicated to 
the promotion of social activities 

and community awareness. 
Hampton Terrace is defined as 
the neighborhood of over 500 

rental and privately-owned 
residences bordered Hills-
borough Ave. to the south, 
Nebraska Ave. to the west, 

Hanna Ave. to the north and 15th 
St. to the east. We are not a 

political or religious organization, 
and membership is open to all 
residents. Donations made to 

the HTCA are welcomed. 
 

TERRACE TALK 
Terrace Talk welcomes unsolicit-
ed, politically neutral manu-
scripts, though we cannot guar-
antee their publication. All sub-
missions are due the last day of 
the month before publication, 
and may be sent to in-
fo@myhtca.org. 

 

ADVERTISING IN 
 TERRACE TALK 

We accept print ready digital 
advertisements Please visit 
www.myhtca.org for pricing. 
Advertising payments are not 
tax  deductible. 
 
MAIL-  HTCA 
            P.O. Box 9631 
            Tampa, FL 33674-9631 
 
EMAIL-info@myhtca.org 

 
  

By Brian D. Frey 

HTCA President 

It is fitting that our Fall newsletter is being released at this time, as we approach 4 years since our 

community was rocked by a serial killer.  It will be 4 years since those of us who lived here at the 

time faced a new level of fear, uncertainty, and caution.  It was a most unusual circumstance, one…

two…three and then four innocent lives taken by a shadowy figure.  A figure that eluded police at 

every turn.  A sinister and opportunistic killer who would strike and disappear into the night. 

It was also a time where neighbors stood tall, 

joined together with law enforcement and city 

leadership, and built a united front that would 

not easily be torn down.  It was a defining 

moment in the history of our great city and 

community.  It was a time where two unique 

neighborhoods- Southeast Seminole Heights 

and Hampton Terrace and their leadership, 

forged a bond like none other and worked 

together hand in hand to navigate an 

untraveled path.  With strong communication 

and a willingness to do whatever was necessary…these two communities worked tirelessly with one 

another and law enforcement to proclaim to whomever would listen, that we would not take this 

situation lying down! 

As we traversed this difficult period, what stood out most for me was the unity and kindness, love 

and determination displayed by so many people especially between our two neighborhoods.  

Neighbors helping neighbors, law enforcement embracing our community, city leaders standing with 

us side by side and through it all a resolve like none other to return our community back to what 

made it so special.  Truly though, there was nothing to return to…the special bond and unique 

closeness of our community had gone nowhere, but it was now stronger, and its beacon of hope 

was shining bright every single day until the killer was taken into custody. 

Pastor Matt Horan, my dear friend and former leader of Seminole Heights 

United Methodist Church recently released his book “Church Bells at 

Midnight” a dedication to Benjamin, Monica, Anthony and Ronnie and their 

families as well as the community that embraced their loss.  It is a story of 

how a church and its Pastor as well as community and city leadership dealt 

with this moment in time.  It is about a bonding of individuals long before 

these tragedies and how those relationships played a major role in 

traversing the unchartered waters of a serial killer.  It is a rather easy, yet 

powerful read and above all it is from the heart. 

As I reflect on that time, and while I would never want to have a community like ours endure such 

heartache again, one thing will always stand out for me- I knew without a doubt, that we had chosen 

a special place to call home.  I knew that Hampton Terrace and the people and places that make our 

community unique was like none other.  I knew and continue to believe that anything is possible if 

we are able to put our differences aside and work for the greater good, we can handle anything that 

comes our way.  That, quite simply, is just who we are! 

4-Years Since Our Community 

Has Changed Forever  

mailto:jpnavicepresident@gmail.com
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BY BILL TRUETT 
HTCA VICE-PRESIDENT 

The HTCA Median and Landscape Committee Median and Sign restoration plans were approved in June 2021. It's now time to 

restore the sign, improve the landscape,  upgrade the electrical and replace the old lighting with LED Lamps.  The budget is set at 

$12,500 and the HTCA has pledged $1500. It's now time to raise the remaining funds. The HTCA will update the fundraising chart 

weekly. 

SIGN - The sign cost is projected at $3200. The Committee selected Bethune Signs as our contractor to replace the deteriorated 
sign. The construction material is poly board. The sign will be sturdier and more resistant to extreme heat as well as dry and wet 
spells. The sign life expectancy is 30 or more years, and it  can be repainted as needed. 
 
LANDSCAPE - The median will be updated with drought resistant plants and residents will notice a safety enhancement so that 
drivers will have a better line of sight when they are turning onto Nebraska.  The maximum budget is $2500. 
 
LIGHTING—The median lighting upgrade is critical and the most expensive.  There are wiring issues, many of the lamps are 
broken and the timer needs to be replaced.  The median electrical system must be updated to current code.  The lighting will be 
switched to LED.  With better and brighter lighting, we do believe this will be a crime deterrent.  
 
MAINTENANCE & UTILITIES— The remaining funds will used for ongoing maintenance and the monthly utility bill. If you have any 
questions, please reach out to the HTCA Board at Info@myhtca.org.  We hope that you can contribute and that we begin the 
improvements by the end of the year. 

SIGN & MEDIAN RESTORATION UPDATE 

mailto:Info@myhtca.org
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Ice Cream with a 

Cop - A Sweet Success!  

As part of its ongoing community engagement efforts, the Tampa Police Department and the 

Hampton Terrace Neighborhood Watch partnered up for an “Ice Cream with a Cop” event where 

neighbors and kids can meet the law enforcement officers that work in their communities.  

Over 40 neighbors stopped by and the feedback was so positive that similar events are being planned in 

the future. Keep an eye on the HTCA Facebook page for the dates of the next TPD Roll Call! 

 

Happy Trails, Chief Dugan 

The HTCA awarded outgoing Chief of Police 

Brian Dugan a special award in recognition of his service during the August 

10th Neighborhood Meeting. While accepting the award, Chief Dugan 

reflected back on his career including being sworn in while on the hunt 

for the Seminole Heights serial killer. The HTCA wishes Chief Dugan a 

wonderful retirement after 31 years with the Tampa Police Department.  Buy your  

Neighborhood Watch 

sign at myhtca.org 

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 

TRAVELING THE TERRACE! 
 
The HTCA is excited to announce that Traveling the Terrace will be held on Saturday – November 13, 
2021!  Four Hampton Terrace neighbors and your HTCA Board invite you to an evening of fabulous 
food, delicious libations, and music by local neighborhood artists!   
 
A special thank you to our Platinum Sponsor – The Comfort Authority and to our Gold Sponsor – Brian 
D. Frey, Realtor Pineywoods Realty. The HTCA does not have membership dues and the funds we raise help 
to support initiatives and projects in our neighborhood.  
 
How do I get tickets?  Tickets are released the HTCA email list on a first-come, first-served basis and we expect tickets to sell out 
fast! This is an HTCA Signature Fundraiser, the cost is $65 per ticket with only 100 tickets available.   
Please visit www.myhtca.org/travelingtheterrace to purchase tickets 
 
What to expect?  It’s a celebration of local fare and music through small plates, desserts and of course drinks! Attendees will 
travel by foot to four Hampton Terrace homes as a group, enjoying different food and drink vendors and live music at each house. 
Catch up with friends and meet new neighbors at the year’s biggest community mixer! 

http://www.myhtca.org/travelingtheterrace
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By Matt Horan 

Pastor –Heritage United Methodist Church 

In July of 2018 I concluded my five-year run as the pastor at Seminole 
Heights United Methodist Church--the big yellow church with the steps in 
front on the corner of Central and Hanna.  At times it was difficult work, but 
the Horan family loved every second living in the greatest neighborhood on 
earth.  

We felt that way about living in Seminole Heights because of its rich history, 
creative and original business and restaurants, and the kind, thoughtful 
people that lived all around us.  Everyone who lives there knows it, but it 
was during a terrible stretch of 51 days in late 2017 that people around the 
country and even around world discovered it too. 

Four people who'd never met each other--Benjamin Mitchell, Monica Hoffa, 
Anthony Naiboa, and Ronald Felton--became the victims of a cowardly serial 
killer who snuck up on them, shot them, and vanished into the night. 

Every neighbor in Seminole Heights felt the call to do their part to and help 
police bring an end to this terrorizing mystery, and in the end, the neighbors 
won. 

My wife and daughters and I consider it a privilege to have been a part of 
such a brave and compassionate community.  An even further privilege was 
to be able to write the story of those 51 days in a book, called "Church Bells 
at Midnight."  I do sincerely hope that anyone who reads it will see the 
difference it makes--and the impact they can have--when a group of people 
decides to be good neighbors! 

We Are Seminole Heights 



  Fall 2021 

9 

BY BILL TRUETT 
 
We are  ALL stewards to our lake and also for the Hillsborough 
River.  Homeowners inadvertently create hazards by not 
properly disposing of hazardous materials.  These include pool 
chemicals, paint thinner, pesticides, fluorescent lamps, 
fertilizers, engine oil and so many others.    

Did you know the City of Tampa Fertilizer Ordinance regulates 
the use and sale of lawn and landscape fertilizers containing 
nitrogen and/or phosphorous.  The Ordinance was enacted to 
reduce the potential for these nutrients to be carried into our 
waters with stormwater runoff. Fertilizer isn't a pollutant when 
it is applied to the landscape.   

However, if too much fertilizer is used or it is applied at the 
wrong time it can wash off of the landscape and flow untreated 
into bays and streams.  Once in the water, fertilizer can 
stimulate the growth of harmful algae and aquatic plant 
growth.  The City Ordinance establishes a restricted 
period  from June 1 - September 30, when the application of 
lawn and landscape fertilizer containing nitrogen and/or 
phosphorous is not allowed. 

Effective community 
education and outreach 
can make a difference in 
improving the quality of 
stormwater runoff to 
support healthy 
ecosystems at Lake 
Roberta and the 
Hillsborough River.   

The Hampton Terrace Community Association is proud to 
announce that we are working with a local Artist, David 
Cedeno, to educate our neighbors and commuters through 
murals and a message - ONLY RAIN DOWN THE DRAIN! Several 
storm drains on Nebraska near the Clifton Entrance are part of 
this educational effort and the HTCA will continue to provide 
tips to keep our lake clean in Terrace Talk . 

Did you know there are a number of programs and resources 
to help residents recycle or dispose of household hazardous 
waste?  If chemicals are 
not properly disposed of, 
they can harm sanitation 
workers, create problems 
in sewage treatment 
plants and landfills, or 
pollute the water or air.   
Or end up in Lake Roberta 
and the Hillsborough River.  

The City of Tampa has 
contracted with Hillsborough County to allow residents to take 
their household hazardous waste to multiple Hillsborough 

County locations.  You must present a driver’s license to access 
Hillsborough County collection sites. 

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTIONS ARE 
SCHEDULED BETWEEN 8 A.M. AND 2 P.M.: 

• 1st Saturday of the month -Sheldon Road Facility 
9805 Sheldon Road, Tampa 

• 2nd Saturday of the month South County Facility 
13000 U.S. 41 S., Gibsonton 

• 3rd Saturday of the month East County Facility 
6209 C.R. 579, Seffner 
 

What Items are accepted? 

• Aerosols 

• Ammunition 

• Antifreeze/ Engine coolant 

• Cleaning chemicals 

• Gasoline / diesel fuel 

• Mercury thermostats or thermometers 

• Motor oil / cooking oil 

• Fire extinguishers 

• Flares & ammunition 

• Florescent light bulbs (Limit: ten bulbs, 4 feet and longer) 

• Paint – latex & oil based paint / stain / varnish  
Limit: 10 one-gallon containers  
and 5 five-gallon containers; must be sealed and not 
leaking) 

• Paint primer / thinner / stripper 

• Pesticides / herbicides / insecticides 

• Pool chemicals 

• Propane tanks (Limit: five 30-lb tanks or less) 

• Rechargeable batteries  
(including Ni-Cd, Lithium/Lithium-Ion) 

• Auto & motorcycle batteries 

• Lawn mower batteries 

• Marine batteries 

• Computers and components 

• Computer Backup Power Supply 

• Fax machines 

• Laptop computers 

• Monitors 

• Printers 

• Radios 

• Stereo components 

• Telephones/Cellphones 

• Televisions 

• VCR/DVD players 
 
If you have questions about hazardous waste disposal, you can 
visit the City of Tampa Website  - https://www.tampa.gov/ and 
good household waste.   

STORM WATER EDUCATION  

https://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/en/locations/sheldon-road-household-hazardous-collection-center
https://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/en/locations/sheldon-road-household-hazardous-collection-center
https://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/en/locations/south-county-solid-waste-facility
https://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/en/locations/south-county-solid-waste-facility
https://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/en/locations/hillsborough-heights-solid-waste-facility
https://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/en/locations/hillsborough-heights-solid-waste-facility
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BY GABRIELLE BROCKETT

If you’re like most Americans—this writer especially—you’re not 

good at singing. And like me, you may have assumed that you’re 

either born a good singer or you’re not, and it’s probably too 

late to learn now anyway. Nancy Garma begs to differ. Garma, a 

Hampton Terrace resident since 1986, has been teaching teens 

and adults of all abilities and experience to sing for over 20 

years.  

“Everyone can sing but most people 

don’t realize it’s like learning to play 

the piano or cello,” Nancy says, 

“you’ll learn to use your voice the 

same way you learn any other 

instrument.” And Nancy is serious 

about teaching people to care for their instrument. Her 

instruction includes a strong focus on vocal health and she 

describes singers as vocal athletes. “Whatever affects us 

physically and emotionally affects our instruments… because 

your body is your instrument. Any emotion you are feeling, 

music will bring out. Music feeds our souls.” 

 

People can learn to sing later in life than they realize; she’s had 

students start in their twenties, thirties, and even their fifties. 

Most professionals don’t hit their singing peak until they are in 

their thirties or forties. Nancy herself didn’t pursue singing in 

earnest until she was 18. Although she grew up singing in her 

church choir, she only started taking singing lessons after high 

school so that she could sing along with her Barbara Streisand 

records.  

 

She began college at the 

University of New Orleans as a 

piano major but drew recognition 

for her vocal talents while singing 

in the university chorus. Only after 

much persuasion did she sing for 

the music department voice 

teacher and begin her vocal studies, eventually changing her 

major to vocal performance. “I ended up being a better singer 

than pianist, and really fell in love with the art form,” Nancy 

explains. 

As a voice teacher at the Patel Conservatory (the educational 

component of the Straz Center), Nancy was able to work with 

students privately and as a vocal coach for many of their musical 

theatre productions for high school students. This experience 

helped her realize that teaching people how to sing is what 

she’s meant to be doing, explaining “I love introducing people to 

their instrument.”  

Nancy now teaches students at her cozy studio in the Henry 

Street home she shares with her three cats Tiger Lily, Cleo, and 

Sweet Pea. She loves Hampton Terrace for its beautiful trees, 

historic homes, and because it 

reminds her so much of the 

New Orleans neighborhood she 

grew up in. “This neighborhood 

is like a big family and I truly 

have the best neighbors/friends 

who I have known for many 

years.”  

 

Her favorite musical is ‘My Fair Lady’ and 

when asked if given the chance to see any 

opera live, she’d pick La Boheme with Luciano 

Pavarotti as Rudolfo and Mirella Freni as 

Mimi. She’s most proud of her student recitals 

which give her students the opportunity to 

perform solo pieces with a pianist twice a year 

- in a Holiday Concert in December (a studio 

favorite) and in traditional recitals in the 

spring. But looking back on favorite memories, 

she simply says “Everything I’ve done in my 

career has brought me to what I do now. I’ve found my niche.” 

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR 

Nancy in a production 

of Cavalleria Tusticana 

Nancy in her studio 

Rehearsing with a pianist  

With students at a recital 
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PICKFORD AD 

 POEMS FOR OUR LIVES 

BY GIANNA RUSSO 

Poems for Our Lives is a new column curated by the 
Wordsmith of Tampa and longtime Hampton Terrace 
resident Gianna Russo.  It introduces relevant, 
accessible poems to mark special occasions.  This first 
poem serves a dual purpose of honoring those who 
have suffered due to Covid and also honoring Breast 
Cancer Awareness month, which is October. National 
Mammogram day is Oct. 17th.  

This poem by Derek Mahon acknowledges the reality 
of death, but maintains that all will be well if we 
focus our attention on the beauty and joy of life. 

 
 

Everything is Going to be All Right 

How should I not be glad to contemplate 

the clouds clearing beyond the dormer window 

and a high tide reflected on the ceiling? 

There will be dying, there will be dying, 

but there is no need to go into that. 

The poems flow from the hand unbidden 

and the hidden source is the watchful heart. 

The sun rises in spite of everything 

and the far cities are beautiful and bright. 

I lie here in a riot of sunlight 

watching the day break and the clouds flying. 

Everything is going to be all right. 

 

Kristen Foltz, Arch & Emily 
Wilson, Christian Wolfe & 

Daniel Holahan, Steve Bellis & 
Fran Toomey, Cody & Allie 
Akers, Abigail & Jeff Smith,  
The Taylors, Jon Michaels,  

Dreicy & Fabio 
Averhoff 

 

♥

WELCOME WAGON  
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JOIN THE HTCA BOARD! 

Get in on the action! The HTCA depends on an active and 

diverse board to make decisions that affect the neighborhood, 

organize our marquee events, raise funds, direct 

improvement projects and much more. 

Give back to your community and make 

friends with your neighbors by joining the 

leadership of the HTCA. Prospective board 

members can self-nominate and all 

Hampton Terrace residents can vote. 

Elections are held in December.  

  

Or consider joining a Committee: 

• Beautification 

• Communications 

• Events 

• Welcome Wagon 

Email info@myhtca.org for more 

information. 

 

mailto:info@myhtca.org
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Tampa Police Dept. Non-Emergency Line: 813-231-6130 

Tampa City Council: 813-274-8131 

City of Tampa Code Enforcement: 813-274-8211 

Hurricane Information 813-274-7700 

TECO Electric Power Outage or Safety Concern:  
toll-free 1-877-588-1010  

Neighborhood Enhancement (weekends):  813-690-4631 

Transportation & Stormwater Services:  813-274-3101 

Tree Hotline/Emergency: 
    - Illegal Tree Removal: 813-258-8733 
    - Fallen Tree (business hours): 813-274-5744 
    - Fallen Tree (after hours til Midnight): 813-931-2168 
    - Fallen Tree (after hours Midnight): 813-274-3101 

Wastewater Emergency Repair/Sewer Backup: 813-259-1693 

Water Dept. Emergency Services (24 hours):  813-274-7400 

NUMBERS TO KNOW  COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

October 
10/4: Traveling the Terrace tickets go on sale 

Myhtca.org/travelingtheterrace 

 

10/10: Seminole Heights Great Pumpkin Patch! 

Seminole Heights United Methodist Church 

through Halloween 

 

10/12: HTCA Neighborhood Meeting  

Seminole Heights United Methodist Church 

Fellowship Room 

 

10/24: Seminole Heights Garden Tour 

Seminole Height Library 4711 N. Central Ave 

 

November 
11/1: Neighborhood Cleanup 

Anywhere candy wrappers are! 

 

11/13: Traveling the Terrace 

Throughout Hampton Terrace  

 

December 

12/11: Keep Tampa Bay Beautiful Cleanup 

Northeast Quadrant. Meet at Clifton St. Median 

 

12/14: HTCA Neighborhood Meeting  

Seminole Heights United Methodist Church 

Fellowship Room 

 

Ongoing 
Run the Terrace Run Club 

Mon & Wed  7:15PM  Clifton Street Median 

 

Hampton Terrace Book Group 

email peggyreineking@gmail.com for details 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLIDAY EVENT TEASER/ 

CALL FOR HOLIDAY COOKIE RECIPES/ 

HAMPTON FOR THE HOLIDAYS GIFT 

GUIDE 
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Hampton Terrace Community Association  

PO Box 9631 

Tampa, FL 33674-9631 

 

 

 

 

 

 


