TERRACE TALK
2020 - A YEAR TO REMEMBER!
BY THE HTCA BOARD
We truly hope all our neighbors are doing well and keeping safe
during this year. While COVID has caused a big change to how we as
a community operate, we're proud to have kept a few HTCA
initiatives going.
Keep Tampa Bay Beautiful, our neighborhood clean-up events, are
still being scheduled; Welcome Wagon is delivering welcome gifts to
our over 20 new neighbors of 2020; and we were even able to do a
drive-by Easter bunny parade.
We've stayed connected with our neighbors through social media
and e-mail, and the "porch wave" as we've walked by. Your board is
working diligently to still plan safe events for the rest of 2020!
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THROWBACK IN THE TERRACE
CELEBRATING OUR PRE-COVID EVENTS!
Just a few weeks before COVID shut down the world, we were able to celebrate with the
community in our 1st Annual "Traveling the Terrace". Over 100 neighbors traveled to
four different houses, experiencing live music, food and drink- all local! Shoutout to our
sponsors from this event: The Comfort Authority, Brian D Frey with the Frey Team of
Pinewyoods Realty, Hampton Station, Sulphur Springs Sandwich Shop, Xtreme Tacos,
c.1949, 82W Distilling, Brew Bus, London Heights, Carlos Pena, Jamie McElman & Steve
Prince, and Vetnough. We look forward to a time where we can all gather again!

PRESIDENT
Debbie Brunner
VICE PRESIDENT
Cassie Plumridge
TREASURER
TJ Ackerman
SECRETARY
Carolyn English Grose
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Christine Pierce
The Hampton Terrace
Community Association
(HTCA)
is a 501C3 not-for-profit organization
dedicated to the promotion of social
activities and community awareness.
Hampton Terrace is defined as the
neighborhood of over 500 rental and
privately owned residences bordered
Hillsborough Ave. to the south, Nebraska
Ave. to the west, Hanna Ave. to the north
and 15th St. to the east. We are not a
political or religious organization, and
membership is open to all residents.
Donations made to the HTCA are
welcomed.

Pre-Covid we also had a successful Pancake
breakfast- where we were able a portion of
our proceeds to TRIBE Seminole Heights.

ruett
rey, Bill T
to Brian F
u
o
CA
y
T
k
H
n
the
ge tha
in making
And a hu
lp
e
h
!
ir
e
to life
for th
de come
and TPD
-By Para
e
v
ri
D
r
Easte

TERRACE TALK
Terrace Talk, the newsletter of the
Hampton Terrace Community Association.
Terrace Talk welcomes unsolicited,
politically neutral manuscripts, though we
cannot guarantee their publication. All
submissions may be sent to
info@myhtca.org.
ADVERTISING IN TERRACE TALK
We accept print ready digital
advertisements Please e-mail
info@myhtca.org for more information
and pricing.
Advertising payments are not tax
deductible.
EMAIL-info@myhtca.org
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NEIGHBORS UNITE TO RESTORE
BY BILL TRUETT
Once you turn onto Clifton from Nebraska, a charming
neighborhood appears! One of only two entrance signs in
the City of Tampa, a previously welcoming median with a
well-manicured landscape and a beautifully lit, unique trellis
sign, is unfortunately no more. The sign has rotted, the
landscape is in bad shape and the lights have seen better
days. In addition, the recent storm water project to
mitigate flooding and improve the lake quality changed the
median appearance, and now that the project is wrapping
up, it’s time for us to get to work.
I am happy to announce the Sign and Median Restoration
Committee met for the first time in August 2020. The
committee is led by Bill Truett and includes our neighbors Brian D. Frey, Michelle Benningfield, Dom Ivener, Karen
Taylor, Carol Sivard, Nic Wendland, Sid Roberts and HTCA
Treasurer, TJ Ackerman. The committee is tasked to bring
back plans to restore the sign, repair the monument bricks,
update the lighting/electrical and to create a Florida
friendly landscape. Subcommittees are now in place with
Brian heading up the lighting and electrical, Nic leading the
landscaping, and myself leading the sign and brick
restoration. Our next meeting in late September will yield a
final plan and budget. The committee is responsible for
raising funds.
It's important to let our neighbors know why this project is a
significant piece of history for Hampton Terrace. In 2001,
the entrance was a crumbling, dry fountain surrounded by
weeds. A neighbor’s son, Steven Harris, proposed an idea
to spruce up the gateway as an Eagle Scout Project. The
neighborhood worked together with the Old Seminole
Heights Neighborhood Association and City of Tampa to
build the sign and monument, as well as install landscaping.
It was a bold project that required funds to be raised and
approvals from the City of Tampa, but in 2003 the project
was completed. A photo of the completed project was
supplied by Donna Harris, Steven's mom, who still resides
on Idlewild. It is our plan to follow the well documented
blueprint created by the committee in 2001.

As the committee is responsible for raising funds, we will be
exploring various grant, donor and fundraising
opportunities. This month we will be applying for a storm
drain mural grant and later in the year possibly the
Hillsborough Mini Grant. We would like to thank Susan
Long with the Seminole Heights Foundation, who reached
out to us when she heard about the project and will be
donating $500 from the foundation. In addition, a special
thank you to our neighbors, Brian D. Frey and Troy
Mangibin who have pledged $1000 towards this project.
We will officially announce our restoration plans in early
October 2020, barring no unexpected findings, and at that
time, begin our fundraising efforts. The timeline of the
project will be dependent on available funds, but we do
want to begin some of the improvements in order to light
up the median for Christmas. The HTCA will help us
manage the financials and will play a huge role in
communications and marketing. It is also the committee’s
hope to involve neighbor volunteers - as many hands make
light work and giving your time helps us save on costs!
(Photo Credit: Donna Harris, 2002).

We have a tremendous opportunity as a neighborhood to
work together, and continue to connect neighbors with
neighbors. If you have any questions about this project or
want to volunteer or donate, you can email me at
Bill.Truett@True2Media.com.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WHAT'S GOING ON
AROUND THE HEIGHTS
Sept 19 & 20 - ZooTampa Virtual Cleanup
Sept 20 - KTBB Hampton Terrace Clean-Up
Sept 26 & 27 - C.1949 "Far from Normal" Employee
Fundraiser
Oct 2 - Food Truck Friday @ Rivercrest Park
Oct 11 - Seminole Heights Sunday Market Resumes
Oct 31 - Halloween @ Rivercrest Park
Dec 2020- Holiday Concert @ Rivercrest Park
Every Saturday - Ybor City Saturday Market

HAMPTON TERRACE
NEIGHBORHOOD CLEAN-UP
Join your neighbors for a socially
distant clean-up focused on the NE
quadrant of Hampton Terrace.
Masks encouraged. Gloves, vests,
grabbers and trash bags will be
provided.

Sunday September 20th
9:00am
Meet at 1308 E Clifton

If you are interested in volunteering to help with set up, breakdown,
or running the check out table, please e-mail
hamptonterracetpa@gmail.com
A shift sign-up link will be distributed soon!
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GET OUTDOORS & EXERCISE!
BY CASSIE PLUMRIDGE
In a time when gyms have been closed and masks have to be
worn indoors, many people have turned to running outdoors as
a way to get their exercise in. Our neighborhood running group,
Run the Terrace, has resumed their twice-weekly runs after a
brief break in late Spring. Runners remain socially distant when
we start and end, and choose whether to run alone or with
someone at their same pace. The 1st and 3rd Wednesday of
each month and Hampton Station is generous enough to offer
us a free beer after our run.
If you want to join us, we meet every Monday & Wednesday at
7:15pm at the corner of E Clifton & Lake Roberta.
You can find our group on Facebook as "Run the Terrace".
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We aren't planning on it! The Hampton
Terrace Community Association is
working diligently to bring you a safe
and fun Halloween season! We are
collaborating with the other Seminole
Heights neighborhood boards to
communicate safe trick-or-treating
options and festive events to celebrate
Halloween while keeping all our
neighbors healthy.
Keep an eye on our social media pages
for more information.

Welcome to
our new
neighbors
and their new
business!
Striking Landscape was started by Hampton
Terrace resident Nic Wendland and his wife,
Gabrielle after relocating from Washington
State in February.
It wasn't long before Nic realized there was an
opportunity for affordable, high-quality
landscaping in the area. Because of the support
of new friends in the Hampton Terrace
community, Nic was able to launch his small
business. For more information, check
out www.strikinglandscape.com

NEW SWAG ALERT!
The HTCA is excited to
bring you our very own
personalized
Tervis Tumblers!
Image was designed by HT
neighbor Tara Williams

You can order yours on
our website for $20 at
myhtca.org/tervis

Deadline to order is October 10th. Cups will
be available for pick up by October 30th.
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ON THE BEAT

with Sergeant Felecia Pecora and Detective Hope Dauphin
BY BRIAN FREY - HT NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH COORDINATOR
Hampton Terrace is not only a wonderful neighborhood, it is also a safe one. Forging
strong and long-lasting relationships with our community is one very important aspect of
the ongoing commitment that the Tampa Police Department has to not only Hampton
Terrace but to our entire city. When we formed our Neighborhood Watch several years
ago, it was our mission to involve our neighbors and empower them to look out for one
another. Well, I am proud to say that many of you have done just that, and the results are
clear. Along with our resolve to report crime and suspicious activity, there are several
members of the Tampa Police Department that have truly gone above and beyond to
assure our safety. There are many times that neighbors reach out to me for help or
guidance and when they do, I reach out to our officers and they are right there for us!
Sergeant Felecia Pecora and newly promoted Detective Hope Dauphin are two exemplary members of TPD’s District 2 team
who work to assure our well-being here in Hampton Terrace and this On-The-Beat article is dedicated to them. Many
neighbors may see various officers stopping by our porch on Clifton in the early mornings and I truly treasure those times.
We talk about neighborhood happenings, and the officers give me updates on activity in the community. Truth be told, we
are super lucky to have these women working hard for us as they put their lives on the line every day for our safety. I cannot
count how many times these two ladies have been there for our neighborhood and our neighbors and the depth of their
commitment goes beyond what many of you will never know. Just suffice it to say- we are truly blessed to have the men and
women of the Tampa Police Department on our side. Just recently, our District 2 Captain Mike Stout was promoted to Major
and we are so lucky because he is staying in District 2 as well.

Felecia Pecora (aka Peco) is a Sergeant of the B Cycle day shift patrol squad
(affectionately known as the Ida squad). She is an Army veteran and her law
enforcement career spans over almost two decades. “Peco” has been a law
enforcement academy instructor, worked undercover, was a bicycle cop, a Field
Training Officer, and a federally certified Bomb Technician on the department's
Bomb Squad. “Peco” gives back to our community through volunteer work with
several area veterans groups. She also serves on the Hillsborough-Tampa
Public Library Board and on the Board of The Life Center of the Suncoast an
organization close to her heart that offers counseling for grief, trauma, stress
and wellness. Now I can certainly attest to this fact: she has a voracious sweet
tooth so if you need a get-out-of-jail card, cookies might work. MIGHT being the
key word though - there are no guarantees!

Detective Hope Dauphin grew up in Tampa, FL and graduated from
Chamberlain High School. She has a Master’s degree in Criminal Justice –
Legal Studies from Saint Leo University and began her Law enforcement
career in 2010 in Pasco County, FL. In 2014, she was hired by the Tampa
Police Department. During her tenure she has been assigned to Patrol and
most recently as a Field Training Officer. She also served as the R.I.C.H.
House Officer. The R.I.C.H. House serves disadvantaged children and their
families in the community of Sulphur Springs. In 2019 Detective Dauphin
was honored as the August Officer of the Month after discovering a statewide theft ring and identifying the suspects. She enjoys working in Hampton
Terrace because of the closeness of the community and the relationships
that have been built saying, "The quality of life in our communities depends
on all of us."
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"RIDE OR DIE" IS NOT A SAFE BET WHEN IT COMES TO YOUR
A/C! B Y : G E R R I C O X , T H E C O M F O R T A U T H O R I T Y
Here's Some News to Break a Sweat Over
Air conditioners are on backorder. Not just for Tampa Bay air conditioning
companies, but ALL air conditioning companies!
The events in our country, in our world, have created a "perfect storm" for a
decrease in supply of many items. There are factories that have hundreds,
thousands, of people working on the production lines that churn out everything
we need and want in mass quantities. These factories have had to reduce their
workforces dramatically to comply with CDC health guidelines and the
reductions are huge! Air conditioning production facilities are experiencing these
problems.
How does that affect the rest of us?
Supply goes down, prices go up, and in our case here in the Tampa Bay area, we
all start to sweat. A lot of people are working from home these days. Imagine
your AC is broken; you're sitting in your home with sweat rolling down your back,
and no relief in sight. You lie in bed at night, sheets damp from sweat, tossing
and turning. You take a cold shower in the morning and it's impossible to dry off.
As a result, you've called every Tampa Bay air conditioning company, starting
with companies with great reviews and customer satisfaction, like us, The
Comfort Authority. They're all saying it could be weeks or more before they can
get you a new air conditioner. Then you start calling even the air conditioning
companies with bad reviews., you don't care who helps at this point, as long as
it's done. But even they're saying the same thing. It might be weeks or even
longer before they can get their hands on some air conditioning equipment.
Did you Know?
The average lifespan of an air conditioner here in the Tampa Bay area is about
8-12 years. Our area in Central Florida is way different than the rest of the state
and country when it comes to air conditioning. Most of us hope we can ride the
lifespan of our air conditioners until they die. We slap "bandaids" on the issues
we experience with our ACs. Note - "bandaids" produced in large factories with
large workforces now operating at drastically reduced measures. However, we
here at The Comfort Authority are doing our very best to stay ahead of this
issue. We've been driving all over the state to pick up equipment as we locate it.
Our people have been scouting and locating alternate sources for equipment.
Even so, we're not immune to feeling the squeeze.

What Should I Do?
If you know your AC is 8 years or older, you may want
to start thinking about being proactive about
replacement. Even more so if you're experiencing issues
with your AC already. "Ride or die" is not a safe gamble
these days. This is Tampa, and we know we've always
got high temperatures and humidity ahead of us, no
matter the time of the year. None of us have any idea
when our country, our WORLD, will recover from the
infinite ripple effects of the pandemic. Don't wait until
you get desperate enough to call disreputable air
conditioning companies and people. You may pay for
your desperation for years to come.
Call an air conditioning company you can trust to
replace your air conditioner right. Call a company
that will stand behind their work. Call a company that
values the relationship with their customers above all
else. We'd be honored if you'd call us and considered
The Comfort Authority to be that company for you.
You can reach us at (813) 756-1000.

WHY WALK WHEN YOU CAN DANCE?

BY: CASSIE PLUMRIDGE, NEW HEIGHTS DANCE ACADEMY
You may remember the "walk on by" dance parties that were rockin' Powhatan
Avenue back when quarantine first started. Well, we had so much fun
connecting with everyone through our nightly dance parties, we decided to take
it to the next level.
New Heights Dance Academy, inspired by our neighbors dance moves, is
focused on creating a passion for dance, offering professional and
individualized instruction for students of all ages and levels. For now, we are
offering virtual dance classes from the comfort of your own home!
We do plan to open a physical location in the Heights in 2021.
Dance classes:
** IMPROVE COORDINATION ** BUILD CONFIDENCE ** ENHANCE YOUR
MEMORY ** DECREASE STRESS AND ANXIETY ** INCREASE FLEXIBILITY ** AND
PROVIDE A GREAT SENSE OF COMMUNITY!
You can visit our website to learn all about our programs and class offerings
www.NewHeightsDanceTampa.com
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BIKE SAFETY TIPS
SUBMITTED BY MICHELE COLLET-KRIZ

I I road bike a lot, 150-200 miles a week, and I belong to several
local cycling clubs. Lately I’m seeing a lot of unsafe cyclists. Maybe
newer cyclists? More people are biking these days and that’s good:
It’s healthy and it’s good for the environment. But in a neighborhood
like ours (HT), which lacks sidewalks for strolling (and sometimes,
for people with strollers), whether a walker, a runner, or a cyclist,
everyone needs to practice proper road etiquette, to stay safe.
Here are some key/ important safety rules for sharing the road.
Always ride on the road in the same direction as traffic. You are
traffic, not a walker.
Stop at red lights. No exceptions.
Stop at stop signs.
Pass slower foot traffic going in the same direction, on people's
left. (It’s good to announce, “On your left,” or, “Passing on your
left.”)
Maximize your passing distance from walkers and runners, but
take care to stay out of the path of oncoming traffic.
Riding early or late? Legally, from dusk to dawn, you need a red
light at the back of your bike (ideally flashing) and a white light
pointing out from your handlebars.

When there is no bike lane you have the right to "take the
lane."
Avoid biking on any major road without a bike lane —
especially when there’s only one lane in each direction.
If you’re riding on a busy road, be predictable, “hold your
path,” and don’t change lanes or turn left before ensuring
there is no traffic behind you using that lane, or any
oncoming traffic.
Remember we all share the road. Being predictable Is the
best to ensure others can safely pass you when needed.
Right turn signal is right arm stretched out right; left turn
signal is left arm stretched out to the left.
Share the road is not the same as share the lane. You have
a right to stay in the lane if that’s the only safe place, but if
you’re impeding traffic, especially when the road is busy,
turn off and take side streets.
Use crosswalks with flashers to cross busy streets. There’s
one near 11th and Hillsborough.
Cyclists: A helmet could save your life/prevent a brain
injury if you fall. Get one and wear it.
If you’re going to make a few stops, invest in a good bike
lock. They’re cheaper than a new bike.
You can register your bike's serial number with the city and
the county.
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THANK YOU TO OUR TRAVELING THE TERRACE
SPONSORS!
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NUMBERS TO KNOW
TPD Non Emergency: 813-231-6130
City of Tampa Code Enforcement: 813-274-8211
Tampa City Council: 813-274-8131
Hurricane Information: 813-274-7700
TECO Outage/Safety Concern: 877-588-1010
Wastewater/Sewer Emergency: 813-259-1693
Water Dept Emergency: 813-274-7400

The City of Tampa wants to make sure you're in the know when you're on the go!
Sign-Up now to receive emergency notifications and other important information
https://www.tampagov.net/emergency-management/alert-tampa

