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14.  Community Calendar 
 

HTCA 
MONTHLY 
MEETINGS 

 

We meet the 1st 
Tuesday of each 
month at 7 pm at the 
Seminole Heights 
United Methodist 

Church.  
 

ALL are welcome! 
 

 

Join our E-Blast by 
sending your  
email address to 
Info@myHTCA.org  

 

To help usher Fall into Hampton Terrace, the 

HTCA invites everyone to attend the Pancake 

Breakfast on October 6th and the 3rd Annual 

Great Pumpkin Festival on October 27th!  

 

The Breakfast begins at 

8 am and will continue 

until 11 am.   

NEW this year, take a 

stroll outside to the an-

nual Pumpkin Patch at 

the church.  Your break-

fast ticket purchase 

will get you 10% off at 

the Pumpkin Patch!   

 
We are also excited to 
announce that Fintech 
Mortgage is again offering a drawing for a 
chance to win 2 Suite Level Tickets to a Tam-
pa Bay Lightning Game!  You can purchase 
your tickets securely by visiting our website 
www.myhtca.org/pancakebreakfast Then, the 
Great Pumpkin Festival returns October 27 
from noon to 4 pm.  Last year, over 160 

neighbors and friends joined us!   
Signature events include Pumpkin Painting, 
the wacky Adult Pie Eating Contest and we 
will have our 2nd Pie Baking Contest!  More 
fun for the kids including Face Painting Bal-
loon Animals, Kid Costume Contest, along 
with Cotton Candy, Popcorn, Games, a dunk 
tank and lots of prizes for the kids.   
 
THIS YEARï LOOK FOR BEER AND BRATS 
at the Festival.  Courtesy of c.1949! The 
HTCA is looking for volunteers and donors to 
help with costs. If you are interested, send us 
an email to INFO@MYHTCA.ORG .    
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By Bill Truett 
HTCA President and Co-Editor 
 

As I think back to last Fall, it was a busy time 
with a wide extremes of feelings, ranging 
from happiness to sorrow and then loss. In 
mid-September, our city and neighborhood 
faced the threat of Irma lashing at us as a 
category 3 or 4 storm, yet we were spared a 
direct hit.  Our community lost power for 
many days. Property damage was scattered. 
We worked together as a community and we 
managed our way through it.    
 

In early October, we gathered for the Fall 
Pancake Breakfast. Plans were underway for 
the Great Pumpkin Festival, it seemed that all 
is back to normal.  Then, tragedy hits on Oc-
tober 9, 2017. Four shots ring out.  Benjamin 
Mitchell is gunned down.  A few days later, 
more gunshots are heard. Monica Hoffa is 
found dead; and, then another 8 days later, 
terror strikes again. We learn that Anthony 
Naiboi is killed while walking down 15th 
Street.    
 

There are leads, but we all wonder, will this 
end? Will they catch the killer?  Why is this 
happening?  Then, we unite and ñWe Are 
Seminole Heights Strongò.  The neighbor-

hoods, the associations, TPD and other law 
enforcement, the city of Tampa, our busi-
nesses, our churches, and our neighbors 
step up to help and to provide comfort to the 
families of Benjamin, Monica, and Anthony 
and to our neighbors.  These three families 
become part of our Seminole Heights family.  
We Are Seminole Heights Strong!  The terror 
must not define us; we must take back our 
streets and live again in our neighborhoods.  
 

Halloween comes with TPD and the Mayor 
out in full force, out in the streets trick or 
treating with our kids.  Still no strong leads 
and we wonder, is it over?  Will they catch 
the person? Then two weeks later, Ronnie is 
gunned down. The terror continues. Why is 
this happening? Then, a break in the case, 
the killer is caught and the 51 day manhunt 
ends on November 28.  
 

Last Fall, our communities banded together, 
no boundaries existed.  We unite because 
WE ARE SEMINOLE HEIGHTS STRONG.  
Keep that in mind.  We canôt brush aside 
what happened.  For myself, I will take time 
to remember Benjamin, Monica, Anthony, 
Ronnie, and the families. I hope the commu-
nity does as well.  
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The Hampton Terrace 
Community Association 

(HTCA)  
is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
organization dedicated to the 
promotion of social activities and 
community awareness. Hampton 
Terrace is defined as the neigh-
borhood of over 500 rental and 
privately-owned residences 
bordered Hillsborough Ave. to 
the south, Nebraska Ave. to the 
west, Hanna Ave. to the north 
and 15th St. to the east. We are 
not a political or religious organi-
zation, and membership is open 
to all residents. Donations made 
to the HTCA are welcomed. 

 

TERRACE TALK 
Terrace Talk is the newsletter of 
the Hampton Terrace Communi-
ty Association. Terrace Talk 
welcomes unsolicited, politically 
neutral manuscripts, though we 
cannot guarantee their publica-
tion. All submissions are due the 
last day of the month before 
publication, and may be sent to 
info@myhtca.org. 
 

ADVERTISING IN 
 T E R R A C E  T A L K 
Advertising rates can be found 
o n  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.myhtca.org\advertising.  
Advertising payments are not tax  
deductible. 
  
MAIL: HTCA 
 P.O. Box 9631 
 Tampa, FL 33674-9631 
 
EMAIL: info@myhtca.org  

We Are Seminole Heights, and 

We Are Seminole Heights Strong 

By Brian D. Frey 

HTCA Vice President and Co-Editor 

                     
We are all busy, there is no doubt about 
that.  Seemingly as the years go by, we 
become more and more busy with our lives,   
our work and our families.  But, do we still 
have time for our community?  I hope that 
the answer is YES, because your communi-
ty needs YOU. 
Your community needs YOU to be en-
gaged, and to participate.  To support com-
munity and neighborhood endeavors, and 
your neighborhood associations need YOU 
to help them thrive.  How can you do that? 
Quite simpleï Participate.  SHOW UP!  Re-
cently the All Heights Board (a group of 
neighborhood leaders from the various as-
sociations) decided that it would be a great 
idea to host Candidates Forumsï an oppor-
tunity for YOU to be up close and personal 
with candidates for Hillsborough County 
Commission and School Board and then for 
Mayor and City Council in 2019.  The fo-

rums are hosted at Seminole Heights UMC.  
We chose this location because the sanctu-
ary holds about 600 people.  We thought 
we needed that many seats.  For Hills-
borough Commissionï just a little over 90 
folks attended...for school board barely 30.  
Personally I was disappointed in the turn 
out.  You see, we are all volunteers.  We do 
it for our community. We spend hours plan-
ning, we spend time and we spend money 
to make these events happen for YOU.  All 
we need is for YOU to attend.  Several as-
sociations conducted polls on their respec-
tive FB pages for the School Board Forumï 
over 60 folks replied between 2 polls.  Out 
of those 60, 1% of those who said they 
would attend, actually did. 
We all know that individual schedules will 
get in the way, but at the end of the day, 
these events, these forums, these opportu-
nities are for YOU.  So, why not partici-
pate?  Be a part of what makes a communi-
ty great...VOLUNTEERï ATTENDï GIVE! 
Your community needs YOU! 

PARTICIPATE... 
Your Community Needs YOU! 

mailto:jpnavicepresident@gmail.com



